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The young man sat at the small writing table, quill in hand. A small candle was at the cel;lt'ér of the® . __'. .

small yellow circle lighting his page. . 13 |L;1 =h -
L] .I .
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This would be his last letter. ¥ _: -

Tomorrow they would turn him over to the Calormenes, and he would die. .

He dipped the quill in the ink and touched it to the paper.

O my sister and O the /tﬁyﬁf OJ[ my eyes, it began. May the grear jﬂ/ Tush grant you endless tﬁzyy and a Spirit _af
courage, for you shall soon be in need of i,

Know you that a grear evil has befallen me, yet what was may seem, at first, to be a grear misfortune can, ar the
conclusion, be a hny?f. This the poets have said; this I have experienced.

Let it be fnown 1o you that on the third dawn gf this grear campaign, albeit a secret om’jafﬂnnf/ yyea'ﬂ/fy ﬁy the
Tisroc (man-he-live-forever), 1 was honoured by an audience with the commander of all the divisions ordered o the
accursed Northern border.

Thus he yoff to me: “Son y‘ Kidrash Tarfaan, your Adeeds f valour and . ﬁml/ﬁy fave reached mine ears from
many honourable warriors. They have spoken highly of your abilities and commend you for your most excellent
conduct. T) ﬁenforf, O younyg warrior, it ﬁﬂyjafmff/ the Tisroc ﬁﬂﬂy%&fil/&farw/frj, whom T represent, 1o select you
1o attempr a most noble enterprise in the name of the inexorable god Tash.”

After which he made known to me, in much detail, whar I shall now tell you in brief: that I was to gage the
defeneces of Anvard castle, in hopes of finding a weakness for our armies to exploir. 1 considered myself greatly

fonoured to beg@hosen ﬁr such an important endeavour, and as such was the nature f fﬁtﬁ’ﬂf, 1 was 1o go alone.

When ;ﬁzrfm’yf vertook the land, Ijaumeyﬂ/ on foof to the land o f the North. Our armies were fiidden very close to

the River that Archenland, therefore I was not too inconvenienced in my trravefs. :_. o '
n | | - n I
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For 0nf_pﬁ1y d one m’yﬁf] walled with the utmosr care, so as to leave the Northerners ignorant f my presence or L -

wtyf 1missToi. @ the nexr pﬁzy 1 reached iy destination. . g

_e . n 1
911y / fair Sisier, jt pains me greatly to narrare o you what nexr came to pass. For as I was attempting to enter thel s 5‘
castle fﬁw@ﬁ' a ﬂﬂﬂf/ zmyu rded door 1 had discovered early in my survey, there came to me a young ﬁa_y oL i f i

i
/erﬁzyas on ﬂ.ﬂlﬁ’f was fa mr of hair and skin, as are most Northerners, and he carried with liim sl .
< bow, fﬂgﬁ'ﬂ; those wﬁwﬁ" are ufe/ ik fmﬂ boys the skills of archery. oy g
", i | 1 L | . L] -¢. C . .*..
-F?rﬁ.ﬂ?t.yz%ly zg rmymze/ fﬁagﬁom Calormen, and addressed me: ”Gmdaﬁts Sir, whence fmwf yoz:hf;d 1N
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an act is Mﬁemmug. #0 apy who dires name himself a man of the North.” v .'"!|. il i
-: 5 i - : -
. -, v 1 r,
- :.' - Amazm( it the warmihi g f fois tone and fﬁf fymmon of his face, I granted him full pardon for the ack, ﬁr ﬁzs is yer E - |2
. g %Ms very pym/oy ) Wore nobility and character than fﬁm‘ t of many young ']'ﬂn@w!flf?‘: o A
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undignified a manner, for I can see from your face that your ancestors were great Tisrocs of old, Zut =« & s . .
= n J - N I
To which I did nor reymm[ for a ission such as mine rfyuirﬂf the utmost secrecy. [ fﬁaugﬁf 1o come Clgse 1o 1he E 5
oy with the qoal of silencing him before fie conld alert the guard, and so I approached. “Ogny chibdsydnr a
discernment is far beyond your years, for I am indeed descended from the grear and’ mzyﬁz%{/ [ -. -
‘ -

Yer as I moved dloser, a shadow fell over the face of the boy, and he quaked with fear. I gumfme/ n{y_;bﬂae s0 X z‘b. ,
capture him the sooner, but he gave a grear shout that surely would have caused the dead(to come ﬁo!ﬂﬁar yrm/fy
and drew back an arrow on the string. Through my folly 1 decided that one so young cogldnor shoot a man; yer .
even so did he, and his arrow found its mark on my leq. Whereupon I made my best effor to flee, bur the barbarian
quards quickly found and caprured me.

1 behaved in what seems to aurj%'ajﬂfz as a most fonourable manner, mffz’ny down all kinds f curses and im/ofiny
the name of our god against them many times. O my sister, you know not the shame it causes me to write this 1o
you now. For the veil has been i’KlﬂﬂVﬂ_fﬁ'ﬂm my eyes and it is tervible ﬁr me to recall in what a terrible,
umﬁ'yﬂﬁﬂ[ yea, barbaric way I behaved,

Nevertheless it came o ) pass that I was iﬂyrimnf/ in one f the castle rooms. Gracious sister, know you thar I was in
1o way mistreated, The Naﬁﬁfrnemjymw'/f/ me with every L‘ﬂﬂﬁi‘l‘, and never ﬂﬂmﬁﬂmf to frarm me. T ru_fy the
tales told are in error, far rﬁefg%ojafe are nor the hideous barbarians we are 1old f in our yam‘ﬁ, rather warriors
with much honour and courtesy. O my sister, let not the cloud of doubt settle upon your fair brow, for in the course

_af this gﬂ'ffﬁ’ I sthall reveal to you all T frave learned abour tﬁeffjﬂfo]%' and their lands, and all shall be made dlear.

The Northerners were myﬂ’ifﬂf foﬁn/ that one g‘ my race had entered their Kingdom, nay, had very nfﬂr/y entered
fﬁé’i]_’ﬁliﬂﬂf ftmn_qﬁﬂﬁ[ As a young woman OJ[ your yﬁﬂyf mind may well discern, it was nor fony until their fz’ng
came 1o me 10 find the reason for my presence. 1, like a true warrior of Calormen, had sworn to myself and my
superiors, in ﬁam‘ gr the statue gr the grear yﬂ/ Tuash, to die ﬁgﬁrz rfvmﬁ'ny any secrets that mz’yﬁz‘ be f use 1o our
enemies, Then, O my sister whose wisdom is life unto fﬁc’/ﬂfz‘sﬁ imagine my SHock when no threart j torture or any
sort g‘ /ﬁyﬂkﬂf farm was made unto me. The King ngrcﬁmﬁzm{ whom fﬁcy call Lune, was indeed most courteous
and apologies most profusely for my injury, stating that the young man who had loosed the arrow was lacking in
jm@mmf, and that indeed he wished mosr fﬂrﬂf;ffy o ﬁcy my /ﬂﬂfaﬂ, So grear was my surprise that I at once
consented: and, upon ﬁrz’nyz’ny the lad ﬁgfwfe me, I noted a marked resemblance berween the finy and the ﬁay.

“0 moffffﬂrfg{ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂn King,” I said, even ﬁg"m’e the ﬁoy, whose [ook was on the whole one _of ‘great pity and’

concern, “Do mifeyes deceive me or is this young man your fith and fin, jf)r fie is as like fo you as a son.”

Wﬁc’rﬂymn J7 iy ﬂcfnowf t_fyﬂ/ me in the moyfjm/ ite OJ[ manners and m;ﬁrmf/ that fﬁéﬁzzr%mrﬂf youf; s . I h
indeed his sa . b
wy Tl = : |
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“0 yi;/!:zqrrzor ’ the young prince said, and continued with the greatest sincerity and nor a ﬁw tears, “T musr ﬁfﬂ.

yourjﬂmlmjﬁr the rash acts of my hands; for it was in fear that I loosed the arrow that now causes you much ot LY, E_ ¥
“agony. It 14ds nafﬁfr the act of a man nor a prince, and for this I must cry you mercy, jbr despite my youth, suchLa 3
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Know then, O my sister, that over the course of my imprisonment 1 gained an understandingvf these I]\hﬂﬁfﬁ;

barbarians, for I was living in the heart of one of their greatest cities, and was granted almost daily ail gwdicnye
with their fighest officials. Their treatment of me was astonishing, for I was free 1o wander; t/e pabieanith oy a alg g
small escort. The people themselves were nor afraid to address me; indeed, they were most f@&i’ T frear the tdﬁ:si,pf-. . kL T
our fair Southern sands. In none of my many conversations did they call me by any derogatorypor lilfll/ﬁﬂﬂ name rfr - R |
act towards me in a condescending manner, as we have been 10ld is their habit in dealing with 0urjn:bj¢ft My zm.’r, 3 3

in the North men and women shine with the light of the sun, and not only from fﬁfllﬁlzféﬂmf ﬁdﬁﬁom the P T
generosity and Kindness of their actions. Therefore you will understand how loathe 1 becgmeyo see any grear . + L L
misfortune befall their land. . 2,

Most wise sister, you fave fmmyﬁ Adiscernment even ar your young age 1o frnow that the J‘iﬂﬂ?/t’ actions gf a jmyfe
cannor rru_fy cﬁﬂnyf a man's fieart. T ﬁcy your um{ém‘ﬂmﬁ'ny, fﬁt‘l_‘ffﬂr& as there is a most important aspect y this
tale which 1 must now relate to you.

It came 1o puass that as I was in my quarters, and the yuﬂrz[f were outside the door, our g[ carshor. lffﬁ‘ a mz’yﬁ{y

and maynﬁfmtjmefmtf in the room with me, such as I fiave never seen nor fieard gf éjam When I rurned T behreld”

the most wondrous y{qﬁf — a grear Lion, whose very ﬁfe was the sun ifyfﬁ O my sister, believe nor the lies of our
/f@ffs, ﬁr xurf[y 1o demon could fave ymfm with such love and noﬁifify as did thar Lion. For yyaff fie indeed,

and | fﬁuy_fy: “My child, Wﬁy Ao you frate me?”

My rebel tongue refused o utter any words of grear intelligence, therefore I answered that all Calormenes were
raised to hate him as a monster. To which he asked again: “Why do you hate my people?”

7 rg%’ﬂf tmtﬁ_ﬁ//_fq thar I did nor hate them anymore. “Do you not love them?” hie asked me, and T said thar I did

not frow.
“Do you wish 1o love them?” he asked.
Again I Aid not fnow. Then, low and calm as the strong current j the sea, hie said, “Do Yyou wish to love me?”

O my sister, f you frad seen fiim then and m]ffrzkmf/ what I had, you 1o would frave rfymn/é/ in the like, For ar
that instant, yeg, still, 1 wanted nothing more than to love him with all of my being, and I made this known 1o the

Lion. .ﬂ:‘
| 9

“Then love m ﬁfffﬂ " he told me, and the next moment he was no longer there. __'_ . "
LR

O dearest sisly, mosr beautiful and wise sister, as you love me hear out these my words. For as a result of this '|' | "

GHEQILLET, ﬂ my interactions with fﬁtj%’ﬂj?/f fArfﬁmﬁlmf and ¢s, /Kaﬂ//y that with the King ﬁzmyef 1 became =k

convince af 1o dishonour the Lion would be more of a sin than to curse the name of Tash himself. So it was that 4, [ 4
willingly mﬂzﬁKmy Lune all that 1 knew of our plans of attack, and how he might best defend himself against our I ot LY, E_ ¥
aImies, ang liﬁt’!’f fie might find them. =Ty
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Now, @iy sistey, éalm self andisit you dawn again. For it was no easy action 1o take, nor an easy Ia Zl;;}z; 9% |

=Tl comy ﬁ'y My words have been fzﬁm’m‘ lLave Fiey nor, in explaining my change of heart in regard go-the Noishern 4
L ) }Kgnw berrayal on my rt-.rd'rﬁfr a great service, that I have dowe such as I did. Sﬁdufzﬁmﬁ:lﬁq’ e Lk 'F.
__,.F.E;[ isgwn mlayew, it wayéf weig, o m_? Jieart and the sun wonld becoe dark in my eyes. For'fow I ﬁr‘r X
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make known fo you my z'ﬂyaemﬁ'ny ﬁfa 5
= | | J -
O my sister, as | love you I would never wish to cause your freart sorrow, Yer I am pﬁﬂl’/fﬁﬂf] must.” g

L0 )
Know then that 1, being aware of the how and where the Calormene force is scheduled to ATl Wirve /fdzﬁ’b’:z‘i dn =
whatever is in my power to fialf their endeavor. Thercfore 1 shall return to the camp at first (ghtigt.. =" .
F .-
- L] I. I
The words now yarmpf themselves ffowfy ACIOSS l‘ﬁfjfﬂ/é‘l’, O my sister, as my rmrffor yort ﬂm_f i, ﬂﬂ(@ ﬁ/fj;;f,
.I. . - n :
There is no ﬂ'ﬂya/é way to reveal to you what shall come to ) pass. 1 love you, O my sister, and T do not wish to burden »
Yyour fieart. Yer I would ffgf your love, and 1o do so I must remain the man and brother you admire, I am a
warrior, and you are one ar heart; fﬁt’i:tﬁﬂfjﬂjt]?ﬂrf yaurﬂj{ O my sister, ﬁr iy ﬁff is this:

1 return tomorrow in advance of a small force from Anvard. As a warrior and son of Kidrash Tarkaan, 1 shall walk
boldly into the camp. I harbour little hope that news of my capture has not reached the ears of my commanders.
Therefore you know most acutely whar I must suffer. These laws of our country are cruel indeed, O my sister, o
condemn to death a man quilty of nothing more than a few days in the house of his enemy. In the North such things
10 not ﬁﬂ/_}%’}’l; laws there are fru_/y farmﬂf ﬁy | just men, nor ﬁy y[ﬁc’mz'ny, yms’p_fq Tarkaans and Viziers, Your tears
How wer fﬁfjﬂyyﬂ; sister, but read on and fear my fﬂrﬂfyfjffm.

Come 1o the North, O my sister. It is a good land filled with good people. They will open their homes and their
hearts to you, and you will be free to be the warrior princess you were meant to be. 1 hear that a young woman may
wed whomever yﬁqﬁﬁ’mff fere, or not even wed ar all, When I saw the ﬁt;ﬁﬁrffif and teaming rivers, I fﬁouyﬁf f
you, dearest sister, More than any jﬂfﬁﬂm’/ bath or lavish couch fy( silks, fﬁcy wauﬁ/jffmff and /eﬁ'jﬁf you. Do nor
_f;ﬂ’m/ all “your ;ﬁz_yf in our desert fome, dear one. For fﬁauyﬁ you may fave luxuries 1o /[Kﬂff the ﬁw/y, Yyou will nor
have the freedom your spirit requires.

Yer I zﬁyfff.f, ﬂm{ﬁom fﬁfﬂf/fc’ﬂmﬂf z‘ﬁouyﬁz‘s 1 must turn now fo amjpﬁ’ff my rale,

Well it is that you know whart will befall me. The captains of all the regiments and the warriors and fighting men
w;’f/yﬂfﬁgr 10 give me trial and f/yf)rtf the sentence. Even the sentries on the hills will be distracted: ir is ar that time
when the men jArfﬁmﬁm/ will attack. For our weapons will be lowered and our quivers out g( reach; the army
shall be forced to retrear or be destroyed.

Do not fiarbous¥or me any fope f rescue, O miy sister. Indeed T fee, p nomfor myﬂf f you fnew the mmmamér

as I do, you £ f@f he would never spare a traitor even if Tash himself tried to intervene. A I
- .. n :

Mourn nor /ﬂ;fiﬂy, O my sister. For I would rather die the honourable man 1 have become than live the stave of e}
A PIOSLI SV lﬁﬁ' Tisroc. Understand then Wﬁy [ have done this; I fnow my ﬁfﬁfr will not. =k
- -.

1t is with W sorrow and love that I now take my leave of you, O my precious sister. 1 shall carry this letter wzrﬁ R | E_

i

= wne in hopeg tim"my commander may yet have mercy and deliver it to you. -|
L . - ‘_ —-" . |_' ._I|!I. LK
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“O my father, the trumpets announce the enemy upon the hill!” a young Tarkaan c

The older man looked up, then across at the young man in front of him. He was bloodi
yet his eyes shone with defiant fire. .

“Rally the horsemen. We attack at once.” The man stalked away and said, withou
“Kill the traitor. Burn the body.”

The prisoner's eyes widened, but he stood firm.

“It shall be done, O my father,” the young Tarkaan replied, and then paused. “O my father, this man
was of noble descent. What message shall I send to Kidrash Tarkaan?”

The old commander stops for a second. “Tell Kidrash that he fell in the Western campaign.” He
resumed his quick march away.

“I have a letter,” the prisoner said, low and intense, pain running through his voice. “It is for my sister.
For the love of Calormen, take it to her!”

The young Tarkaan dug in the prisoner's mail and withdrew a crumpled parchment.

Sneering, he dashed it to the ground and ran his scimitar through the prisoner's heart, then rushed to
join the battle.
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